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Independent Mental Health Advocate (IMHA)

Referral Information and Form

The IMHA Service is a statutory advocacy service which empowers and provides an additional safeguard for people who are under mental health legislation. 

· The NHS or Local Authority have a legal responsibility to advise everyone who is eligible for an IMHA service that they have the right to an advocate.

· The IMHA is independent of people involved in the patient’s care.
· It is the patient’s choice as to whether they want the support of an IMHA.
· Having the support of an IMHA does not prevent the patient also having legal representation or other advocacy services.
· The IMHA service is free of charge.
The IMHA role involves helping people obtain information and understand:
· The mental health law that relates to them
· The rights which other people have in relation to them under legislation.
· Any conditions or restrictions placed on them. 

· What medical treatment is being given, proposed or is being considered and the reasons for that treatment
· The legal authority under which the treatment would be given and the requirements that would apply.
· Their rights under legislation and supporting people exercise their rights (which may include speaking on their behalf, representation or support accessing legal advice/representation).
Independent Mental Health Advocate (IMHA) Referral Form
In order to comply with data protection legislation please send completed referral forms electronically via egress to: advocacy@ageukcheshire.org.uk. If you do not have to access to egress please send them to the same email address but password protected. Please ensure the password is sent separately. 

Contact details:

The Cheshire Advocacy Hub

Sension House

Denton Drive

Northwich

CW9 7LU

Telephone number: 03333 66 00 27
Upon receipt of the referral form the Cheshire Advocacy Hub will allocate this referral to an Advocate from Age UK Cheshire or Disability Positive. 

This is the referral form for those seeking IMHA advocacy support
	Client Name
	         

	Telephone number
	         

	Current Address

	         

	Permanent Address

	         

	Age & Date of Birth
	         

	Gender
	         

	Ethnicity
	         

	Religion
	         

	Responsible Clinician

name &contact details
	         

	Consultant (if different to above) Name/contact details
	

	Care Co-Ordinator name/contact details
	         


Has the person consented to this referral? 
	Yes
	
	No
	


If no consent has been given, is the person deemed to lack capacity to consent to the referral AND is the referral deemed in their best interests?

	Yes
	
	No
	


Referrer:
	Name & Designation
	         

	Contact address & telephone number

	         


	  Please confirm that the patient qualifies for an IMHA service by ticking at least one of the boxes below:
	(

	Detained under the following sections of Mental Health Act: – 

	S2  (Assessment)
	

	S3  (Treatment)
	

	S35
	

	S36
	

	S38
	

	S47
	

	S48
	

	-OR-

	

	Subject to a community treatment order
	

	Subject to guardianship (S7 or S37)
	

	S.57 treatment is being considered (informal patients)
	

	Conditionally discharged restricted patient
	

	Under 18 years and being considered for ECT or S 58A treatment
	


	Date of admission to hospital
	         

	Date of section
	         

	Expiry date of section
	         


	Is there any information the advocacy service needs in order to keep the client and/or the IMHA safe?



	How does this person prefer to communicate?



Consent

I have read and understood how you will use and process my data for this service and I have informed any relevant third-parties of the information I provide to you about them, in line with the privacy notice
Signed
               






Date
        
       
Thank you
Please return your completed form to advocacy@ageukcheshire.org.uk 
�
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